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The violence in Chicago built to a 
frenzied climax on Wednesday as 
the Democrats convened to nom- 
inate Hubert Humphrey. Above, 
after police pushed her, a woman 



falls onto a concrete ramp leading 
from garage near the Hilton Ho- 
tel. In front of the Hilton (top 
right) the melee raged when po- 
lice plunged into demonstrators. 
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► Walker' report:, Chicago cops rioted 

► LIFE report: Mob payoffs to police 



'The whole world is watching/' screamed 
the demonstrators as the Chicago police 
moved in, and they were right. The four vi- 
olent days of the Democratic Convention 
in August must go on record as the most 
widely observed — though far from the 
bloodiest — riot in history. In the great law 
and order debate it has become a symbol 
and a cause, used to defend police and 
to attack them, to decry protest and to 
sympathize with protesters' injuries. Yet 
for all the emotional — and press and TV — 
attention the rioting received, nobody 
knows much about what really happened. 

This week a thorough report reveals 
that what happened in Chicago was In 
many ways even more disturbing than any- 
body thought. Acting upon the request 
of the National Commission on the Caus- 
es and Prevention of Violence, a team of 
investigators under the direction of At- 
torney Daniel Walker questioned a large 
cross section of those involved — police, 
protesters, press and other witnesses — 
and set down their findings In a 343-page 



volume. That the police were severely — 
and purposely — provoked is one of their 
conclusions. But most striking is evidence 
that a significant number of Chicago po- 
lice units, faced with a situation calling’ 
for great discipline and restraint, simply 
' dissolved Into violent gangs and attacked 
protesters, press and bystanders indiscrim- 
inately. It was, the report says, "what can 
only be called a police riot," and the pho- 
tographs shown here emphasize this fact. 

Devoted to an analysis of the events, 
the Walker report does not fully establish 
why police discipline collapsed. An in- 
dependent LIFE investigation beginning 
, on page 40 provides much of the answer. 
Discipline under great pressure requires a 
communication of strong trust between 
the leaders and the led, and it is clear 
that such trust and morale could not ex- 
ist in Chicago, wh^re an important sec- 
tion of the police structure, from patrol- 
man to high rank in headquarters, has 
been — and is today — seriously corrupted 
by payoffs and favors from the Mob. 










behind the swinging clubs 
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sake, stop it!' the officer yelled at his men 



DIRECTOR OF THE 
INVESTIGATING TEAM 

The director of the study, entitled 
\" Rights in Conflict," is Annapolis- 
educated Daniel Walker, 46. A for- 
mer trial lawyer, he became gen- 
eral counsel and vice president of 
Montgomery Ward in 1966. 'He is 
also the crusading president of the 
Chicago Crime Commission. In 53 
I days Walker and his staff of 212 
I studied 12,000 still photographs, 
watched 180 hours of film and with 
the help of the Federal Bureau of^ 
Investigation interviewed 3,437 
witnesses and participants, amass- 
ing 20,000 pages of testimony. 




DANIEL WALKER 



onlookers and large numbers of 
residents who were simply passing 
through, or happened to live in 
the areas where confrontations 

I 

were occurring. 

While It is clear that most of 
the protesters in Chicago had no in- 
tention of initiating violence, this 
is not to say that they did not ex- 
pect It to develop. 

The Old Town area near Lin- 
coln Park was a scene of police fe- 
rocity exceeding that shown on 
television on Wednesday night. 
From Sunday night through Tues- 
day night, incidents of intense and 
indiscriminate violence occurred 
In the streets after police had swept 
the park clear of demonstrators. 

Demonstrators attacked too. 
And they posed difficult problems 
for police as they persisted In 
marching through the streets, 
blocking traffic and intersections. 




On the part of the police there 
was enough wild club-swinging, 
enough cries of hatred, enough gra- 
tuitous beating to make the con- 
clusion inescapable that individual 
policemen, and lots of them, com- 
mitted violent acts far In excess of 
the requisite force for crowd dis- 
persal or arrest. To read dispas- 
sionately the hundreds of state- 
ments describing at first hand the 
events of Sunday and Monday 
nights is to become convinced of 
the presence of what can only be 
called a police riot. 

Here, from the report, are the kinds 
of violent incidents which the re- 
port documents and on which the 
report's conclusions are based. 

► The police put a man into a 
paddy wagon, parked behind the 
police lines. As they did, an 18- 
year-old girl, who said she was 
the man's girl friend, demanded I 
to be let inside with him. As the po- 
lice tried to restrain her, she twist- 
ed and screamed, ripping at an 
officer's clothing. Finallv, three po- 
licemen picked up the girl and 
tossed her toward the open door 
of the wagon. But they missed 
their mark and the girl hit the 
back of the vehicle. The officers 
picked her up and threw her again. 
This time she landed Inside. 

► [At a meeting of protest group 
leaders held in januarv, SDS foun- 
der Tom Hayden said, according 
to an informant:] "We should have 
people organized who can fight 
the police, people who are will- 
ing to get arrested. My thinking Is 
not to leave the initiative to the po- 
lice." Another speaker at the same 
meeting said, "We have to have 
two hats — nice and violent." 

► A volunteer medic from North- 
western University's medical 
school described the scene fin Lin- 
coln Park on Sunday]: "When 
someone would fall, three or four 
cops would start beating him. One 
kid was beaten so badly he couldn't 
get up. He was bleeding profusely 
from the head." 

The witness saw another medic, 
wearing a white coat, struck by 
an officer. When he yelled, "I'm a 
medic," the officer said, "Excuse 
me," and hit him again. 

► Several flags flew from atop the 
barricade [in Lincoln Park] — two 
Vietcong flags, a black flag of an- 
archy and a red flag of revolution. ' 
Some of the people climbed atop 
the barricade and chanted: "Hell 
no, we won't go!" "Kill the pigs!" 
and "F — the pigs!" Those at the 
barricade told reporters they in- 



tended to stay in the park all night 
— even If police used tear gas. ^ 

As the police began assembling, 
[protesters] behind the barricade 
threw bottles, stones and bathroom 
tiles at the officers. 

At 12:27 a.m. [Tuesday] the 
clearing of Lincoln Park began. 
As the entire Task Force police 
line moved toward the barricade, 
a barrage of bricks and bottles 
greeted them. According to some 
persons in the crowd, as the po- 
lice charged around and through 
the barricade, they were chanting, 
"Kill, kill, kill!" 

About 25 persons had broken 
north from the barricade, down 
the slope from the Garibaldi stat- 
ue, toward the South Pond. Task 
Force police at the northern end 
of the line charged after them. 

"Kill the m f !" yelled the 

officers. "Into the pond, into the 

pond, get the m f into 

the pond!" An editor says he saw 
at least six people thrown into the 
pond by the police. 

A young man and his girl friend 
were both grabbed by officers. He 
screamed, "We're going, we're go- 
ing," but they threw him into the 
pond. The officers grabbed the girl, 
knocked her to the ground, 
dragged her along the embank- 
ment and hit her with their ba- 
tons on her head, arms, back and 
legs. The boy tried to scramble up 
the embankment to her, but po- 
lice shoved him back in the water 
at least twice. 

► An Assistant U.S. Attorney says 
that on Monday night he observed 
three police officers standing next 
to a vehicle on Stockton Drive, 
about one-half block north of 
North Avenue. "The three officers 
appeared to be joking as they 
moved away from the loudly hiss- 
ing rear tire of the vehicle," said 
the attorney. "It appeared that the 



officers had either slashed or re- 
leased the air from the tire." 

► [Toward one a.m. Tuesday] the 
crowd called them "Pigs," and 
some of the police, brandishing 
their nightsticks, yelled back: "Give 
us targets. Come on, do some- 
thing." This scene was so chaotic 
that even residents attempting to 
assist the police were roughly han- 
dled. A doctor driving home that 
night saw "hippies" dumping trash 
cans onto the street and throwing 
objects at parked cars. When at- 
tempting to bring this to the at- 
tention of a policeman, he was 
met with, "Listen, you god damn 

m f , get this f car out 

of here." The policeman then 
struck the man's car with his night- 
stick, causing a sizable dent. The 
doctor gave up his attempt to as- 
sist and drove home immediately. 

Violence raged through the ear- 
ly morning hours and was not lim- 
ited to police actions. Croups of 
all types, including "locals," stoned 
police cars, broke windows and 
street lights, and shouted epithets 
at the police. One police officer 
was driving his squad car on Clark 
Street when his car door was 
pierced by a weapon which may 
have been a pickaxe. The officer 
suffered abrasions to his left arm. 

I 

► The deputy superintendent of po- 
lice has been described by several 
observers as beipg very upset by in- 
dividual policemen who beat dem- 
onstrators. He pulled his men off 
the demonstrators, shouting "Stop, 
damn it, stop. For Christ's sake, 
stop it." 

► An Assistant U.S. Attorney walk- 
ing with the police in the Old 
Town area noted that many res- 
idents were hanging out of win- 
dows observing the action. Police 
"yelled profanities at them, taunt- 

CONTINUED 
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ing them to come clown where 
the police would beat them up. 

"A derelict who appeared to be 
very intoxicated walked up to a po- 
liceman and mumbled something 
incoherent. The policeman pulled 
from his belt a tin container and 
sprayed its contents into the eyes 
of the derelict, who stumbled 
around and fell on his face." 

► The tape of the Police Depart- 
ment radio log discloses the fol- 
lowing conversation at 1:29 a.m. 
on Tuesday morning: 

Police Operator: "1814, get a 
wagon over at 1436. We've got an 
injured hippie." 

Voice: "1436 North Wells?" 

Operator: "North Wells." 

In quick sequence, there are the 
following remarks from five other 
police cars: 

"That's no emergency." 

"Let him take a bus." 

"Kick the f- — ." 

"Knock his teeth out." 

"Throw him in a wastepaper 
basket." 

► At about 3 a.m. Wednesday, eight 
college students in a third floor 
apartment on West Armitage heard 
a car pull up, then footsteps on 
the stairs. This was followed by 
pounding on their door and voic- 
es, identifying themselves as police, 
demanding entrance. When the 
door was opened five policemen, 
three carrying rifles, entered. The 
armed officers kept the occupants 
at gunpoint while the other two 
searched the apartment. No search 
warrant was produced, nor, ac- 
cording to one of the students, 
were the police wearing either 
badges or name tags. 

While the search went on, the 
student says, the guards threatened 
the group saying: "We're tired of 
demonstrators. In Chicago the po- 
lice have guns and use them. We 
can smash your heads in and leave, 
or take you to the street and let 
the others finish you off." 

After about 15 minutes they left, 
and the occupants found that a hel- 
met, a pair of goggles, a camera 
and light meter and 50 dollars in 
cash were missing. The wallet from 
which the money had been taken 
had contained an SDS membership 
card, which was now lying out- 
side the wallet. Eight rolls of un- 
developed film had been exposed. 
One of the occupants of the apart- 
ment, which had been obtained 
through SDS, had visited the Na- 
tional Guard bivouac at Humboldt 
Park on Tuesday, attempting to dis- 
tribute leaflets. He said the police 
had "purposefully rubbed dog 
defecation which was on the floor 
of the apartment" into a sleeping 
bag and had insulted the one girl 
present. 



► Throughout the convention 
week, a putrid odor permeated 
the Hilton and other hotels where 
convention visitors were staying. 
On Friday, police arrested three 
young women from New Jersey 
who had allegedly dropped 
"stench bombs" (made of acid- 
soaked tissues) on carpets and fur- 
niture in several hotels. 

► A part of the crowd was trapped 
in front of the Conrad Hilton and 
pressed hard against a big plate- 
glass window of the Haymarket 
Lounge. A reporter who was sit- 
ting inside said, "Frightened men 
and women banged . . . against 
the window, that it might get 
knocked in. As I backed away a 
few feet I could see a smudge of 
blood on the glass outside." 

With a sickening crack, the win- 
dow shattered, and screaming men 
and women tumbled through, 
some cut badly by jagged glass. 
The police came after them. 

"I was pushed through by the 
force of large numbers of people," 
one victim said. "I got a deep cut 
on my right leg, diagnosed later 
as a severed artery. ... I fell to 
the floor of the bar. There were 
10 to 20 people who had come 
through. ... I could not stand 
on the leg. It was bleeding pro- 
fusely. 

"A squad of policemen burst 
into the bar, clubbing all those 
who looked to them like dem- 
onstrators." 

Firecrackers were thrown at po- 
lice. Jrash baskets were set on 
fire and rolled and thrown at them. 
In one case, a gun was taken from 
a policeman by a demonstrator. 

A patrolman on duty during the 
melee states that among the ob- 
jects he saw thrown at police of- 
ficers were "rocks, bottles, shoes, 
a telephone and a garbage can 
cover." A number of police of- 
ficers were injured, either by fly- 
ing missiles or in personal attacks. 
One, for example, was helping a 
fellow officer "pick up a hippie 
when another hippie gave (me) a 
heavy kick, aiming for my groiq." 

A priest who was in the crowd 
says he saw a "boy, about 14 or 
15, white, standing on top of an au- 
tomobile yelling something which 
was unidentifiable. Suddenly a po- 
liceman forced him down from 
the car and beat him to the ground 
by striking him three or four times 
with a nightstick. Other police 
joined in." 

A well-dressed woman saw this 
incident and spoke angrily to a 
nearby police captain. As she 
spoke, another policeman came 
up from behind her and sprayed 
something in her face with an aer- 
osol can. He then clubbed her to 
the ground. He and two other po- 
licemen then dragged her along 
the ground to the same paddy 
wagon and threw her in. ^ 
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Obscene provocation and a back-alley beating 
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on the head by policemen as he 
stood w/th a camera in his own 
front yard. In Michigan Avenue 
(above) demonstrators provoked 
authorities with obscene taunts. 



nightsticks accosted (top left) and 
stomped on a youth behind a lamp- 
post (left). Free-lance photographer 
Dan Morrill (top center) was 
sprayed with Mace and clubbed 



Incidents of police abuse were doc- 
umented away from the main dem- 
onstration areas. In Old Town 
where patrol cars were stoned on 
Wednesday night, police with 






